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How To Keep A Bird File1 
by Ralph S. Palmer 
The basic idea in filing data is to be systematic in stating all facts in a 
concise and usable fashion where they can be located easily. A file of data on 
birds is not only of scientific value, but also serves to stimulate and develop 
an interest in better and more accurate observation on the part of the com-
piler. 
On returning from a field trip do not postpone writing records until a 
later date. You may then be uncertain as to numbers seen, places visited and, 
more likely, you will forget entirely to list some of the commoner birds seen. 
It is erroneous to think that a person's "standing" in the ornithological world 
depends on the number of rarities he or she can list. Chasing rarities for the 
sake of a daily or seasonal list can be a form of sport, but does not add greatly 
to the value of one's records. 
The common or abundant species of birds are the more important in what 
might be termed the scheme of Nature. The Robin, for example, is many 
thousand times as plentiful as the Turkey Vulture in Maine. It follows that 
new information on an abundant species is likely to be of more biological 
value than one more record of a Turkey Vulture. Habitat preferences, food 
habits, breeding data (laying dates, sizes of clutches, incubation and fledging 
periods, etc.), and population fluctuations are among matters which should 
be recorded in one's files. Is the Red-breasted Nuthatch more numerous every 
other year? Why? A good file of observations, kept over a period of years, 
might answer the first question-and perhaps give a clue to the answer to 
the second one-if the first is true. 
In keeping records, notes on habits, etc., should go along with notes on 
numbers and dates seen. Anythin.g which you think is of significance should 
be stated clearly. 
The actual operation of a file is as follows: 
1. Get a file box and supply of standard 3x5 inch unlined (plain) cards. 
Cut the ends off some of these so that they measure 3x33/s inches. Write the 
name of each bird occurring (or likely to occur) in your area across one end of 
these shortened cards. These then serve as guide cards for your 3x5 file. It 
is a good idea to file these in the order used in the latest edition of Peterson's 
Field Guide, which follows the American Ornithologists' Union Check-List 
order. 
2. Have a section in the front of your file with a guide card labelled 
"Field Trips." File brief itineraries and notes on each field trip, such as num-
ber of species seen, or comments on weather, chronologically under this 
heading. 
3. Carry a notebook when in the field at all times. Best is a pocket-size 
notebook with a comp.lete list of local birds in the front. 
!Reprinted by permission of the author and The Maine Audubon Society. 
Originally published in: Bull. Maine Audubon Soc., 3 (4): 39-41 Oct., 1947. 
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4. On returning from a field trip: 
A. Make out an itinerary card, listing where you went, length of 
time afield, weather, habitats studied, number of species seen, and 
any pertinent remarks. File this under "Field Trips." 
B. Enter your data for each kind of bird seen on a 3x5 card for the 
"Species File." Use the same card for successive trips until the card 
ie full. Always start a new card for each year. File chronologically 
under the proper species guide card. 
C. Frequently an idea will come to you which seems worth investi-
gating, sooner or later. Note this on a card, with date, and file it 
under the species concerned. It will serve as a memorandum when 
later you are working on your data on this bird. 
D. Remember that there are numerous cases where it is just as im-
portant to record the absence of a bird as it is to record its presence. 
In this connection, one finds much less data on fall departures than 
on spring arrivals. 
A card to be filed under "Field Trips" might look like this: 
1947: May 18. Brunswick to Merrymeeting Bay via auto and return 
alone. 
Time afield there, 3% hours. Cold wind; overcast sky. 42 
species seen. 
See especially data filed under Canada Goose, Blue-winged 
Teal, and Bald Eagle. 
A card in the species file might look like this: 
Canada Goose 
1947: March 5. Flock of five going easterly over Brunswick, 3 :30 P.M., 
standard time. 
March 8. Several flocks going easterly, perhaps a total of 200 
birds. 
March 20. Flocks for past several days, going to Merrymeeting 
Bay, then returning to salt water. Ice in Merrymeeting Bay still 
solid. 
[Etc.] 
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With such a system one can check on when and where one went on field 
trips, or on what date a given bird was seen, and do it quickly. Since you are 
filing what you do know, you are the more conscious of the gaps in your 
knowledge, with the result that you try to fill these in. The file is thus a 
teacher. In the last three years the writer has looked over about 80,000 entries 
in such a file, accumulated by others as well as himself, and therefore realizes 
the value of urging others to adopt a system that rea.Uy works. 
New York State Museum 
Albany 1, 
New York 
Making Bird Study Interesting 
To Young People1 
by Goodman K. Larson 
In my minds eye I can recall many memorable hours spent afield. They 
will always live with me. They include the thrill of watching a flock of 30 
whistling swans circling and settling on the glossy water of a western Min-
nesota Lake, the sight of my first water ouzel bobbing in and out of a cold 
Colorado trout stream. Other highlight;s include watching a trumpeter swan 
and her four cygnets swimming along the shore of tranquil Grebe Lake in 
Yellowstone Park. 
Nature's enchantments also include the rythmic dance of the prairie 
chickens and the graceful antics of sandhill cranes as they dance their bal~ 
let on a Platte River sandbar. Less spectacular but just as thrilling can 
be my observation of a pair of yellow warblers as they build a nest in the 
crotch of a pussy willow just outside my bedroom window. Each day brings 
some new item of interest; the nest building, the egg laying, the hatching, 
and then the sudden departure of the young. 
What bothers me is this! Why am· I entitled to this ecstacy while people 
about me are deprived of this happiness. Yet it is as free as air and as 
common as sand in the sandhills. We all experience rebuffs from our neigh-
bors and jests from our friends for our hobby of bird study. What a let-
down to see the first Myrtle warbler of the season and find no one close at 
hand to share our joy. Or to spy a Townsend's solitaire in a high spruce and 
have your neighbor exclaim, "Oh", to the news! 
To me my love of birds and of nature in general is like a religion. I'm 
devoted to it and yet I would like to share my pleasures with others. How 
can this be done? With all of us as ardent disciples we could, no doubt, con-
vert some of our friends and convince them to watch birds instead of play-
ing golf and striving to make "birdies". However, from my experience the 
old adage, "You can't teach an old dog new tricks!" is true of ornithology 
as well. 
lPaper given at the 53rd Annual Meeting, Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union, Valentine, Nebraska, May 21, 1954. 
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To convert more people to be followers of Audubon I am convinced we 
must work with the younger generation. That's why I am here today to 
speak on "Making Bird Study Interesting to Young People". 
Before I present my theories on how bird study my be taught to young 
people, I must in all fairness admit that I am not qualified as an educator. 
My conclusions are derived from watching the facial expression of cub scouts, 
4th graders, brownies, or 4-H club members as they have patiently listened 
to me telling about the wonders of nature, of birds, of animals, and of fish. 
I am a biologist with the Fish and Wildlife Service, a hunter, a father, a 
nature counselor for boy scouts, but not a teacher. 
From my limited experience I have come to the conclusion that bird 
study is only one facet of nature study and should be so considered. The 
inquisitive freckle-nose (if I may plagerize one of Mr. Paul Gilbert's pet 
terms) is not only interested in the loggerhead shrike but also in the grass-
hopper or meadow mouse that the shrike is feeding on, and the osage-orange 
hedge where it is perching. On a bird hike, the lulls can be used to advan-
tage by identifying some of the near-by trees, animal tracks, and flowers. 
By and large there exists no group of people better qualified to teach nature 
to our youth than the members of an ornithological organization. Certainly 
bird study can be emphasized but the existence of other facets of nature 
should not be disregarded. 
I am frankly very glad to have this opportunity to speak to this group 
today. It is timely since 1954 has been proclaimed as "Conservation Good 
Turn Year" for the Boy Scouts. Each pack, troop, and post in Nebraska 
and in the United States has been encouraged to emphasize conservation 
every way possible and to select a conservation project to complete this year. 
How could members of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union assist 
in the "Conservation Good 'l'urn Program"? During World War II there 
was no strategical commodity any scarcer than exists today in willing and 
qualified workers in nature study, bird study, and other conservation sub-
jects. Scout leaders throughout the state are badly in need of help. A 10.. 
minute talk on birds during a scout meeting, a bird hike with the troop 
during a weekend camp, a suggestion on what library books to use, or as-
sistance in building and erecting bird houses; all would be appreciated. 
There are hundreds of boy scouts in the state who are eager to earn this 
conservation patch but they must complete some conservation project. Would 
you help them? Although conservation is being stressed this year by the 
boy scouts; the girl scouts, 4-H clubs, schoo.ls and other organizations can 
use these same types of help. Let's not be drafted, let's volunteer this help. 
Without exception I have found young people to have an actual crav-
ing for conservation, nature study, and all of the related sciences, if it can 
be presented in a form where the facts can be assimilated by their age group. 
Children are naturally inquisitive and anxious to learn all they can about 
a great variety of subjects. Unfortunately, most parents, teachers, and club 
leaders are not qualified to arouse interest.'! or answer questions on birdl,'I. 
But, we are! 
At this time I would like to offer certain suggestions for making bird 
study interesting to young people. 
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I would list "enthusiasum" as a number one requirement in holding 
the attention of children during a talk on birds. The speaker must himself 
be interested in the subject if he wants to hold their interest. 
Next in importance I would place preparation and planning of your 
talk. Generalities will not suffice. Kids want facts-startling facts-explained 
in language that they can understand and with loads of examples and in-
teresting experiences tossed in. For example; it is better to talk about five 
birds and be sure the boys and girls actually know all about those birds 
(where they live, what they eat, their migration, and their changing ap-
pearance throughout the year, how they get along with man and other 
animals and birds) than to generalize about 30 birds during your talk. 
Any of the many reference books on birds in city and our personal 
libraries have information and even statistical facts that can be presented 
in a way that even 2nd graders can understand. For instance, it would 
mean little if we told' a group of youngsters that a sparrow hawk's diet con-
sisted of 64 % insects, 20 % rodents, 8 % frogs and snakes. But if we tell 
them for every pound of small birds, they ate a like amount of frogs and 
snakes, 3 times as many mice, rats, and gophers, and 8 times as many insects, 
they would understand. 
Repetition is good. A story told twice might get an important point 
across. 
Thirdly-use objects to catch and hold their interest. For lack of any-
thing better I often bring a study skin of a red-tailed hawk and a shrew 
into the classroom. The hawk I call Redy the Red-Tail and the shrew I 
call Tiny the Shrew. I build my talk around these two objects no matter if 
my subject is "How Hawks Benefit the Farmer" or "Conservation of our 
Natural Resources". 
The last point I want to present is the importance of creating an in-
terest in birds and then suggesting to the teacher or leader how they may 
follow through on a program of bird study or nature study. Suggestions 
include: 
1. Available movies 
2. Good' books for children 
3. Keeping sight records on birds 
4. Projects (feeding stations-bird houses) 
5. How to secure other speakers 
6. Audubon Clubs 
7. Bird call records 
310 West 16th Street 
Grand Island 
Nebraska 
News And Notes 
Noble Rollin, Director of the World Bird Research Station, Glanton, 
Northumberland, Eng.land, is looking for observers to help with the work 
of his organization. For 1955 they have scheduled studies of Dawn and 
Dusk Chorus, April 10 and October 16. All-d'ay Watches, May 22 and 
November 20. These should be good projects for the various bird clubs in 
Nebraska Bird Review 7 
Nebraska. If you are interested, write directly to Mr. Rollin who will send 
you the complete details. 
The Flicker, official publication of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union, 
has undergone a complete revision. If you are interested in joining the 
M. O. U. and receiving this excellent magazine, send a check for $2.00 to 
Robert W. Hanlon, Membership Chairman, Minnesota Ornithologists' Union, 
Mankato Public Schools, Mankato, Minnesota. 
Twenty-Five Year Summary Of 
Bird Migration In Nebraska 
Part 9 - Owls To Woodpeckers 
Brule (3) 
Fairbury ( 6) 
Hastings (1) 
Lincoln (2) 
North Platte (1) 
by William F. Rapp, Jr. 
BARN OWL 
Tyto alba pratincola 
Apr. 22, 1949 
Jan. 15, 1946 
May 12, 1947 
Jan. 16, 1944 
North Platte-Stapleton (2) 
Stapleton (3) 
Mar. 21, 1937 
Feb. 16, 1936 
Apr. 7, 1946 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brule (1) 
Chadron (1) 
Fairbury (7) 
Hastings (7) 
Lincoln (2) 
North Platte (2) 
North Platte-Stapleton 
Omaha (6) 
Red Cloud (2) 
Stapleton ( 5) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (2) 
Fairbury (8) 
Hastings (10) 
Lincoln (1) 
SCREECH OWL 
Otus asio spp. 
June 15, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Jan. 10, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1942 
Jan. 4, 1945 
Feb. 12, 1943 
Apr. 5, 1941 
(1) Jan. 1, 1944 
Jan. 2, 1945 
Jan. 1, 1941 
Jan. 3, 1946 
GREAT HORNED OWL 
Bubo virginianus spp. 
Jan. 1, 1946 
Mar. 15, 1949 
Feb. 2, 1948 
Jan. 1, 1947 
Feb. 10, 1948 
Jan. 1, 1943 
Jan. 1, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1949 
May 26, 1948 
May 12, 1936 
Apr. 27, 1935 
Feb. 23, 1935 
May 29, 1949 
Mar. 16, 1944 
May 9, 1949 
Mar. 1, 1944 
June 18, 1948 
May 10, 1944 
Jan. 4, 1942 
Jan. 29, 1948 
Jan. 14, 1946 
Mar. 28, 1949 
Mar. 15, 1949 
Mar. 14, 1935 
May 14, 1949 
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Omaha (6) 
North Platte (7) 
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North Platte-Stapleton (3) 
Red Cloud ( 3) 
Jan. 1, 1945 
Jan. 1, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1935 
Jan. 6, 1935 
Jan. 1, 1938 Stapleton (9) 
SNOWY OWL 
Nyctea scandiaca 
Bladen (1) Feb. 20, 1946 
Fairbury (1) Feb. 13, 1943 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Apr. 7, 1936 
WESTERN BURROWING OWL 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Bladen (1) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Fairbury (11) 
Hastings (15) 
Lincoln (3) 
North Platte (7) 
North. Platte-Stapleton 
Red Cloud (4) 
Stapleton (12) 
Omaha (4) 
Omaha (1) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Brule (2) 
Fairbury (2) 
Hastings (2) 
Lincoln (1) 
Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea 
Apr. 26, 1949 
May 14, 1949 
Apr. 8, 1947 
Jan. 10, 1947 
Mar. 8, 1942 
Mar. 28, 1947 
Mar. 30, 1940 
(2) 
Apr. 2, 1938 
Apr. 7, 1935 
Jan. 1, 1941 
Apr. 8, 1939 
NORTHERN BARRED OWL 
Stm 11. 11aria 
May 15, 1947 
GREAT GRAY OWL 
StrU: n. nebulosa 
Apr. 4, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Stapleton (3) 
LONG-EARED OWL 
Asio otus wilsonianus 
Apr. 27, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1948 
Jan. 6, 1946 
Mar. 18, 1945 
Jan. 8, 1944 
Jan. 5, 1944 
Jan. 5, 1947 
SHORT-EARED OWL 
Bladen (3) 
Brule (3) 
Fairbury (1) 
Hastings ( 5) 
Lincoln (2) 
Omaha (2) 
North Platte (3) 
North Platte-Stapleton (2) 
Stapleton (6) 
Asio f. flammeus 
Jan. 3, 1948 
Feb. 16, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1948 
Jan. 7, 1945 
Jan. 6, 1934 
Jan. 1, 1944 
Jan. 4, 1944 
Jan. 1, 1935 
Jan. 15, 1949 
Feb. 21, 1943 
Apr. 12, 1949 
Jan. 12, 1944 
Mar. 29, 1936 
Feb. 24, 1940 
May 1, 1948 
June 20, 1943 
May 14, 1949 
Apr. 22, 1939 
May 18, 1947 
Apr. 14, 1944 
May 15, 1938 
May 27, 1947 
May 30, 1948 
Feb. 6, 1948 
Apr. 30, 1943 
Apr. 25, 1943 
Jan. 30, 1947 
Apr. 18, 1948 
May 14, 1944 
Mar. 11, 1933 
Jan. 9, 1945 
Mar. 17, 1938 
Feb. 15, 1944 
Mar. 19, 1943 
Bladen (1) 
Omaha (3) 
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SAW-WHET OWL 
Cryptoglauz a. acadica 
Jan. 1, 1949 
EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL 
Caprimulgus vocif erus 
May 13, 1945 
NUTTALL'S POOR-WILL 
Pka.laenoptilus nutttilli 
Brule (1) 
North Platte-Staplet.on (1) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Bladen (3) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (21) 
Hastings (24) 
Lincoln (15) 
North Platte (6) 
North Platte-Stapleton 
Omaha (19) 
Red Cloud (15) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (2) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (1) 
Blue Springs (1) 
Fairbury (21) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (21) 
Omaha (21) 
Red Cloud (6) 
Superior (2) 
(3) 
Apr. 27, 1948 
May 6, 1936 
NIGHTHAWK 
Chordeiles minor app. 
June 1, 1949 
May 16, 1949 
June 1, 1949 
May 14, 1947 
May 5, 1949 
Mar. 23, 1949 
May 5, 1941 
May 9, 1936 
May 2, 1927 
May 16, 1941 
May 17, 1936 
May 4, 1943 
Apr. 16, 1941 
May 9, 1937 
May 15, 1925 
CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Ckaetum pelagica 
May 16, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1949 
June 17, 1949 
Apr. 24, 1949 
Apr. 1, 1947 
Apr. 21, 1945 
Apr. 15, 1943 
Apr. 20, 1941 
Apr. 22, 1941 
Apr. 23, 1928 
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 
Blue Springs (2) 
Fairbury (16) 
Hastings (7) 
Lincoln (10) 
North Platte (2) 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Omaha (17) 
Red Cloud (5) 
Superior (1) 
Archilockus colubris 
May 10, 1949 
Apr. 6, 1948 
May 10, 1934 
May 11, 1937 
June 8, 1947 
May 27, 1936 
Apr. 9, 1943 
May 4, 1938 
May 22, 1925 
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May 22, 1943 
June 8, 1946 
June 4, 1947 
May 17, 1948 
June 3, 1948 
May 29, 1940 
May 28, 1931 
June 4, 1947 
May 25, 1935 
May 30, 1947 
May 24, 1930 
June 4, 1948 
May 29, 1929 
May 19, 1925 
May 8, 1926 
May 16, 1931 
May 15, 1949 
.May 19, 1926 
Apr. 27, 1927 
May 29, 1947 
June 6, 1946 
May 28, 1938 
May 29, 1930 
June 21, 1938 
June 3, 1934 
May 20, 1935 
10 Nebraska Bird Review 
EASTERN BELTED KINGFISHER 
Jllegaceryle alcyon 
Antelope Co. (1) May 15, 1949 
Aurora (1) May 6, 1949 
Blue Springs (2) Apr. 4, 1949 Apr. 8, 1947 
Brady (2) Mar. 4, 1948 Mar. 6, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1947 Jan. 4, 1948 
Chadron (1) Apr. 20, 1949 
Fairbury (21) Jan. 1, 1943 May 20, 1947 
Hastings ( 24) Jan. 1, 1929 May 22, 1937 
Lincoln ( 11) Mar. 15, 1925 May 16, 1931 
North Platte (7) Jan. 3, 1937 Mar. 27, 1949 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Jan. 1, 1936 Mar. 16, 1944 
Omaha (19) Feb. 27, 1944 May 25, 1941 
Red Cloud ( 15) Jan. 1, 1935 Apr. 24, 1941 
Stapleton (12) Mar. 22, 1948 Apr. 30, 1939 
Superior (3) Apr. 7, 1927 Apr. 16, 1929 
YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 
Colaptes auratus spp. 
Antelope Co. (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Aurora (1) Apr. 2, 1949 
Bladen (3) Jan. 1, 1949 Mar. 12, 1946 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 20, 1949 
Brady (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brule (3) Mar. 23, 1949 Apr. 2, 1947 
Crete (1) Jan. 16, 1949 
Fairbury (19) Jan. 1, 1935 May 30, 1949 
Hastings (21) ·Jan. 1, 1931 Apr. 9, 1941 
Lincoln (14) Jan. 1, 1947 May 6, 1928 
North Platte (6) Jan. 2, 1939 Feb. 23, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Jan. 1, 1944 Jan. 28, 1935 
Omaha (18) Jan. 1 1936 May 19, 1934 
Red Cloud (15) Jan. 1, 1937 Mar. 28, 1940 
Stapleton (12) Jan. 2, 1949 Apr. 1, 1941 
Superior (2) Jan. 1, 1929 Mar. 27, 1932 
RED-SHAFTED FLICKER 
Colaptes caf er collaris 
Bladen (2) Jan. 1, 1949 Mar. 27, 1948 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 30, 1949 
Brady (2) Jan. 1, 1948 Jan. 28, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Chadron (3) Feb. 16, 1949 Apr. 20, 1947 
Fairbury ( 18) Jan. 1, 1948 Apr. 27, 1943 
Hastings (23) Jan. 1, 1931 Apr. 4, 1934 
Lincoln (9) Jan. 13, 1925 Apr. 7, 1933 
North Platte (7) Jan. 1, 1941 Mar. 22, 1949 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Jan. 1, 1936 Apr. 30, 1935 
Omaha (5) 
Red Cloud (9) 
Stapleton (9) 
Superior ( 4) 
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Jan. 27, 1941 
Jan. 1, 1927 
Jan. 1, 1939 
Jan. 1, 1928 
WESTERN RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 
Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (19) 
Hastings (14) 
Lincoln (13) 
Omaha (13) 
Red Cloud ( 1) 
Superior (1) 
Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 
Blue Springs (2) 
Brule (3) 
Chadron (1) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (21) 
Hastings (24) 
Lincoln (19) 
North Platte (7) 
Centurus carolinus zebra, 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Mar. 28, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Jan. 1, 1933 
Jan. 25, 1947 
Jan. 1, 1925 
Jan. 1, 1930 
Apr. 20, 1935 
Feb. 12, 1930 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 
Melanerper erythrocepha,lus spp. 
May 7, 1949 
May 3, 1949 
Apr. 30, 1946 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Apr. 26, 1948 
May 10, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
Apr. 7, 1942 
Mar. 29, 1941 
Feb. 6, 1943 
North Platte-Stapleton 
Omaha (21) 
(3) 
Mar. 14, 1949 
May 4, 1944 
Jan. 1, 1929 
Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (3) 
Apr. 4, 1935 
Apr. 27, 1946 
Apr. 20, 1927 
LEWIS' WOODPECKER 
Hastings (1) 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Stapleton (1) 
Asymlesmus lewis 
May 30, 1943 
May 1, 1944 
June 5, 1940 
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 
Blue Springs ( 1) 
Fairbury (2) 
Hastings (8) 
Lincoln (6) 
North Platte (2) 
Omaha (6) 
Red Cloud ( 1) 
Sphyrapicus varius 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Apr. 7, 1938 
Mar. 4, 1940 
Jan. 3, 1925 
Mar. 29, 1937 
Apr. 11, 1948 
May 18, 1938 
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Apr. 4, 1949 
Apr. 7, 1930 
Apr. 4, 1941 
Apr. 16, 1926 
May 14, 1929 
May 22, 1948 
May 25, 1935 
May 10, 1933 
May 9, 1947 
May 11, 1947 
May 12, 1949 
May 19, 1925 
May 9, 1935 
May 18, 1947 
May 14, 1937 
May 13, 1935 
May 7, 1933 
May 16, 1942 
May 16, 1947 
May 9, 1925 
May 1, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1944 
Apr. 22, 1943 
Apr. 8, 1938 
May 23, 1937 
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NATALIE'S SAPSUCKER 
Sph:grapicus tkyroideus nataliae 
Hastings ( 1) Mar. 24, 1939 
Omaha (1) Feb. 18, 1945 
HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Dendrocopos villosus. spp. 
Aurora (1) Jan. 3, 1949 
Bladen (2) Jan. 1, 1949 Feb. 3, 1948 
Brady (1) Feb. 2, 1948 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Chadron (3) Jan. 12, 1949 Apr. 1, 1947 
Crete (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Fairbury (8) Jan. 1, 1943 Apr. 8, 1941 
Hastings (7) Jan. 1, 1944 Mar. 25, 1945 
Lincoln (3) Jan. 1, 1944 Jan. 3, 1943 
North Platte (4) Jan. 1, 1941 Mar. 20, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Jan. 1, 1944 
Omaha (8) Jan. 1, 1944 Feb. 23, 1949 
Red Cloud (2) Jan. 1, 1941 Jan. 18, 1942 
Stapleton (5) Jan. 1, 1946 Jan. 9, 1947 
DOWNY WOODPECKER 
Dendrocopos pubescens spp. 
Aurora (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Bladen (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. 1, 1949 
Brady (2) Jan. 1, 1948 
Brule (3) Jan. 1, 1947 
Chadron (3) Jan. 14, 1949 Apr. 13, 1947 
Crete (1) Jan. 16, 1949 
Fairbury (8) Jan. 1, 1944 Jan. 3, 1945 
Hastings (7) Jan. 1, 1944 Mar. 26, 1945 
Lincoln (4) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 2, 1943 
North Platte (4) Jan. 1, 1941 Jan. 4, 1948 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Jan. 1, 1944 
Omaha (8) Jan. 1, 1944 Feb. 1, 1941 
Red Cloud (2) Jan. 1, 1941 Jan. 18, 1942 
Stapleton (5) Jan. 1, 1941 Jan. 17, 1945 
Notes On Robin Nesting In Cass County 
by Lorene D. Heineman 
April 28, 1944. Female robin tried to start nest on top of wren house on 
trellis, seven feet from ground and' four feet from dining room 
window. Used muslin strips torn from old pillow slips and put 
in feeder below. Windy, materials kept blowing away. Observer 
tacked cheese carton covers on either side of wren house as siding. 
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Robin nest in Heineman yard. 
Agitated wren came in robin's absence, pulled down some of the 
nest material into the house. 
April 30. Rained. This helped robin. By night she had a high nest, deeply 
cupped inside. Brought mud and smoothed it with body and feet. 
Chased off wren fiercely. Male robin fed nearby and inspected 
nest but did no work. Drove off strange male. 
May 1. Female lined nest with soft grasses then rested on rock wall in 
sun, preening her soiled feathers. Two hours later she was still 
there, feathers clean and orderly. Male robin in yard near trellis 
all afternoon. 
May 2. Rain. Female worked on nest, but not with such feverish haste as 
formerly. Chased female cardinal and male towhee from feeder. 
Male is a very dark robin. Female has pure white chin and a 
white feather at curve of her left wing. 
May 3 and 4. A little leisurely work on nest. Male brought one spear of 
grass to nest, the only offering observer ever. saw him bring. Both 
birds ate from feeder. 
May 5. Frost laset night. Snow on ground. At 10 :30 a.m. male mounted 
female twice. She came to nest and huddled down. At noon there 
was one egg. Both birds stayed close to nest. 
May 6. Two eggs. Male now eating at upstairs feeder above trellis, a good 
vantage point from which to guard the nest. 
May 7. Three eggs. 
May 8. Four eggs. 
Observer out of town: no observations. 
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May 11. Female on nest. Male on trellis sang while preening. He sang 
also in the bath. Female left nest only briefly and male kept 
guard. 
May 12-15. Same behavior. Male came to trellis with an insect in his beak 
and held it over the eggs. He occasionally turned the eggs. Both 
robins scolded humans intruding too close. 
May 19. First egg hatched at .9 a.m. Later in day a second egg hatched. 
Both parents fed young but at long intervals and very small 
insects. . 
May 20. Third egg hatched. Storm at 8:30 a.m. Female spread her wings 
as an umbrella over nest, her head into storm, water streaming 
off every feather. 
May 21. ·Fourth egg hatched. Nestlings' eyes do not appear to open. Nest-
lings fed at 15- to 20-minute intervals. Parents cleaned nest by 
swallowing droppings. Male sang on trellis. Young hovered to-
gether between feeding. Both parents brought food, making a 
small sound in the throat each time. 
May 22. Robins chased other birds away vigorously. Wren tried to reclaim 
house with no luck. 
May 24. Hot. Female covered young like a parasol through hottest part 
of day, ruffled up feathers of head and back to insulate against 
the heat. 
May 28. Young robins crowd the nest. Getting feathers but looking very 
prickly. Heads black, breasts showing orange. Female seen flying 
away with a dropping for the first time. She sat in an elm and 
preened while observer climbed up and touched young. 
May 29. Female screamed at observer when offered a worm. Young stretch-
ing and preening, flapping their wings. 
May 31. Evening. First fledgling left nest. 
June 1 and 2. Second, third and fourth fledgling left the nest. 
June 4. All four young robins in elm were fed by parents. Young still short-
tailed but active and flying well. 
June 5. In morning female came to feeder and carried off muslin strips. 
By noon she had carried about one-third of a pillow-slip, in strips, 
to an oak across the street. The observer could see the strips 
waving in the air about 50 feet up. Male stilled herded and fed 
first family. Female disregarded them all day but helped feed 
them in the evening. 
June 6. Male followed female to new nest site, but briefly, for he was tak-
ing good care of the first family. Fed them often from the suet 
feeder. 
June 8. Female at feeder with male, her breast mud streaked. 
June 10. Male brought the young to the feeder and fed them on the spot. 
Well feathered now, tails longer. 
June 11. Male has moved his singing territory west to an oak in west yard. 
Female on her new nest in oak across the street. 
June 13. Male ate lesiurely at feed. No young begging. A second male sang 
north of the house; song more melodious than that of Male 1. 
June 17-23. Male preening and singing under new nest. 
June 24. Male flew to nest with food. Second brood probably hatching. 
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July 7. Did not see young leave second nest. Female swinging on clothes 
line in the yard. Two males about, one of them, Male 1. Males 
chased each other. 
July 11. Female building again. In young oak north of house about 15 feet 
from ground. Very energetic, taking staggering loads of muslin 
strips from the feeder. Male singing from ash in northwest corner 
of yard. Was not Male 1. Male 2 came to nest and shaped it a 
little, then sat in the middle and sang a little song. Chased catbird. 
July 12. Both robins cemented nest with mud and grasses. He brought her 
a load of mud, she accepted it from his beak and worked it in. 
There was one robin in the yard being fed by female only. (Last 
saw her feeding it on July 14.) 
July 16-23. Female on nest. Male sang from ash and spelled female at nest, 
turning eggs. When female was on nest she sometimes sang a few 
low measures which were answered by the male. 
Observer out of town. 
July 30-August 6. Parents fed young in nest 3. There were three young. 
August 7. In morning female scolding and male making the curious mew-
ing whistles robins sometimes do. Did not feed young from 8 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., although male sat in the tree with a mouthful of worms 
and young had mouths open in hunger. Finally both parents fed 
young but were nervous and· jumpy. Source of disturbance not 
known. 
August 10. Nestlings large. Preening and stretching fills nest. Made such 
a cheeping sound that they could be heard in south yard. 
August 11. One fledgling left in the nest. 
August 13. Empty nest. 
August 14. Female feeding one young in yard. Male 2 and other young not 
seen. End of record. 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 
Fall Field Day 1954 
Compiled by Janet L. C. Rapp and William F. Rapp, Jr. 
The fourth annual field day of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union was. 
held on the first weekend of October (2 and 3). 
The following table is a four year summary of the fall field day: 
Year Number of Number of 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
Groups 
11 
5 
5 
9 
The following groups participated: 
Species 
102 
102 
107 
126 
Antelope County: Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Ann Seabury 
Blue Springs: Clarence Huntley, Mrs. F. J. Patton 
Crete: W. F. Rapp, Jr. 
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Grand Island: Verneil E. Griffin, Mrs. George Houser 
Hastings : Brooking Bird Club 
Lancaster County: Audubon Naturalists' Club 
Lincoln County: Tout Bird Club 
Plattsmouth: Lorene Heineman, Mary Keeley 
Scottsbluff: Nature Lover's Club 
GREBES 
EARED GREBE, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (2). WESTERN GREBE, 
Scottsbluff (2). PIED-BILLED GREBE, Antelope Co., (11), Grand Island, 
Lincoln Co., (7), Scottsbluff (4). 
PELICANS 
WHITE PELICAN, Lancaster Co., (14), Scottsbluff (1). 
HERONS AND BITTERNS 
GREAT BLUE HERON, Antelope Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (3), Scottsbluff (1). 
AMERICAN BITTERN, Antelope Co., (1), Plattsmouth (1). 
GEESE AND DUCKS 
LESSER SNOW GOOSE, Lancaster Co., (6). BLUE GOOSE, Lancaster 
Co., (5), Plattsmouth (67). MALLARD, Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., 
(10), Scottsbluff (5). PINTAIL, Antelope Co., (20), Hastings (12), Lan-
caster Co., (20). GREEN-WINGED TEAL, Antelope Co., (25). BLUE-
WINGED TEAL, Antelope Co., (5), Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lancaster 
Co., (60), Lincoln Co., (64). SHOVELLER, Lancaster Co., (10). REDHEAD, 
Scottsbluff (2). 
BIRDS OF PREY 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK, Lancaster Co., (1). COOPER'S HAWK, An-
telope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (1). RED-TAILED HAWK, Crete (4), Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (2). KRIDER'S 
HAWK, Crete (1). SWAINSON'S HAWK, Antelope Co., (1), Lancaster 
Co., (20), Lincoln Co., (7). MARSH HAWK, Antelope Co., (3), Blue Springs, 
Crete (1), Hastings (1), Scottsbluff (4). OSPREY, Plattsmouth (2). DUCK 
HAWK, Crete (1). PIGEON HAWK, Scottsbluff (2). SPARROW HAWK, 
Antelope Co., (5), Crete (7), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (1), Plattsmouth 
(1), Scottsbluff (6). 
QUAILS AND PHEASANTS 
BOB-WHITE, Antelope Co., (15). PHEASANT, Antelope Co., (3), Hastings 
(2), Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (9), Scottsbluff (14). 
SHOREBIRDS 
SORA, Antelope Co., (1). COOT, Antelope Co., (2), Scottsbluff (1). KILL-
DEER, Antelope Co., (27), Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (12), 
Lincoln Co., (30), Scottsbluff (15). BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, Lancas-
ter Co., (3). SPOTTED SANDPIPER, Hastings (6), Lincoln Co., (1). SOL-
ITARY SANDPIPER, Scottsbluff (1). GREATER YELLOW-LEGS, Lan-
caster Co., (2), Scottsbluff (3). LESSER YELLOW-LEGS, Grand Island, 
Lancaster Co., (30). BAIRD'S SANDPIPER, Grand Island. LEAST SAND-
PIPER, Lancaster Co., (2). DOWITCHER, Grand Island. SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER, Lancaster Co., (6), Scottsbluff (12). RING-BILLED GULL, 
Lincoln Co., (65), Scottsbluff (3). FRANKLIN'S GULL, Antelope Co., (11), 
Lancaster Co., (27), Lincoln Co., ( 1000+), Scottsbluff (30). 
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DOVES 
MOURNING DOVE, Antelope Co., (66), Blue Springs, Crete (18), Grand 
Island, Hastings ( 4) , Lancaster Co., ( 86) , Lincoln Co., ( 5) , Pia ttsmouth 
(10), Scottsbluff (13). 
CUCKOOS AND OWLS 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, Lancaster Co., (2). HORNED OWL, An-
telope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (1). 
GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, AND HUMMINGBIRDS 
NIGHTHAWK, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (8), Scottsbluff (2). CHIMNEY 
SWIFT, Blue Springs, Crete (6), Grand Island, Hastings (8), Lancaster 
Co., (41), Plattsmouth (25+). RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD, Blue 
Springs. 
KINGFISHERS 
BELTED KINGFISHER, Antelope Co., (3), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., 
(3), Lincoln Co., (3), Plattsmouth (3), Scottsbluff (1). 
WOODPECKERS 
YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER, Antelope Co., (28), Blue Springs, Cret.e 
(2), Grand Island, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (32), Lincoln Co., (4), 
Plattsmouth (15), Scottsbluff (4). RED-SHAFTED FLICKER, Grand Island, 
Hastings (1), Lincoln Co., (6), Scottsbluff (18). RED-BELLIED WOOD-
PECKER, Blue Springs, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth 
(3). RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, Antelope Co., (7), Hastings (1), 
Plattsmouth (1). YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, Lancaster Co., (1). 
HAIRY WOODPECKER, Ant.elope Co., (2), Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., 
(1), Plattsmouth (1). DOWNY WOODPECKER, "Antelope Co., (3), Grand 
Island, Hastings (1), Lancast.er Co., (3), Lincoln Co., (3), Plattsmouth (2), 
Scottsbluff (7). 
FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, AND SWALLOWS 
WESTERN KINGBIRD, Linco.ln Co., (2). PHOEBE, Antelope Co., (1), 
Cret.e (2). LEAST FLYCATCHER, Plattsmouth (1), Scottsbluff (1). WOOD 
PEWEE, Crete (2). HORNED LARK, Blue Springs, Lancaster Co., (10), 
Scottsbluff (1). BANK SWALLOW, Lancaster Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). 
BARN SWALLOW, Antelope Co., (13), Blue Springs, Cret.e (2), Grand Is-
land, Lancast.er Co., (10), Scottsbluff (4). CLIFF SWALLOW, Scottsbluff 
(11). 
JAYS, MAGPIES, AND CROWS 
BLUE JAY, Antelope Co., (20), Blue Springs, Crete (2), Grand Island, 
Hastings (3), Lancaster Co., (54), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth (12), 
Scottsbluff (6). MAGPIE, Lincoln Co., (2), Scottsbluff (50). CROW, An-
telope Co., ( 39) , Blue Springs, Crete ( 9) , Grand Island, Hastings ( 4), Lan-
cast.er Co., (36), Plattsmouth (8), Scottsbluff (1). 
TITMICE, NUTHATCHES, AND CREEPERS 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE, Antelope Co., (45), Blue Springs, Crete 
(3), Grand Island, Hastings (12), Lancaster Co., (32), Lincoln Co., (12), 
Plattsmouth (9), Scottsbluff (29). TUFTED TITMOUSE, Blue Springs, 
Lancaster Co., (1), Plattsmouth (4). WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH, 
Antelope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (3), Scottsbluff (1). RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (6), Scottsbluff (1). BROWN 
CREEPER, Grand Island, Scottsbluff (1). 
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WRENS, MOCKINGBIRDS, AND THRASHERS 
HOUSE WREN, Antelope Co., Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lincoln Co., 
(1), Scottsbluff (1). CAROLINA WREN, Blue Springs. PRAIRIE MARSH 
WREN, Lincoln Co., (2). ROCK WREN, Scottsbluff (1). CATBIRD, Blue 
Springs, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (3), Lincoln Co., (4), Scottsbluff (1). 
BROWN THRASHER, Antelope Co., (1), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (6), 
Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). 
THRUSHES AND KINGLETS 
ROBIN, Antelope Co., (47), Blue Springs, Crete (8), Grand Island, Hastings 
(15), Lancaster Co., (210), Lincoln Co., (30), Plattsmouth (20), Scottsbluff 
(300). WOOD THRUSH, Lancaster Co., (1). OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH, 
Ha-stings (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). BLUEBIRD, Antelope Co., 
(9), Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth (6). 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, Scottsbluff (6). TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE, 
Lincoln Co., (3), Scottsbluff (26). GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET, Lan-
caster Co., (1). RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, Grand Island, Hastings (1), 
Lancaster Co., (1). 
PIPITS, WAXWINGS, AND SHRIKES 
AMERICAN PIPIT, Grand Island. CEDAR WAXWING, Lancaster Co., (50). 
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1). 
STARLINGS 
STARLING, Antelope Co., (48), Blue Springs, Crete (2), Grand Island, 
Hastings (15), Lancaster Co., (8), Lincoln Co., (50), Scottsbluff (33). 
VIREOS AND WOOD WARBLERS 
BELL'S VIREO, Lincoln Co., (4), Plattsmouth (1). BLUE-HEADED VIREO, 
Grand Island, Plattsmouth (1). ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., ( 1). NASHVILLE WARBLER, Blue Springs, Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., (4), Plattsmouth (3). YELLOW WARBLER, Lan-
caster Co., (2) .. BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER, Lancaster Co., 
(1). MYRTLE WARBLER, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (15), Plattsmouth 
(9). Scottsbluff (4). BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, Grand Is-
land. YELLOW-THROAT, Grand Island. 
WEA VER FINCHES 
ENGLISH SP.A!RROW, Antelope Co., (54), Blue Springs, Crete (25), Grand 
Island, Hastings (100+), Lancaster Co., (250), Lincoln Co., (500+), Scotts-
bluff (200.) 
MEADOWLARKS AND BLACKBIRDS 
EASTERN MEADOWLARK, Antelope Co., (89), Lancaster Co., (17). 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK, Antelope Co., (1), Blue Springs, Crete (11), 
Grand Island, Hastings ( 15) , Lancaster Co., ( 8) , Lincoln Co., ( 30), Scotts-
bluff (42). YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD, Antelope Co., (12), Scotts-
bluff (6). RED-WING, Antelope Co., (873), Blue Springs, Grand Island, 
Hastings (100+), Lancaster Co., (50), Lincoln Co., (500+), Plattsmouth 
(100), Scottsbluff (1000). RUSTY BLACKBIRD, Crete (1), Lancaster Co., 
(1), Scottsbluff (2000). BREWER'S BLACKBIRD, Scottsbluff (5000). 
BRONZED GRACKLE, Blue Springs, Crete (476), Grand Island, Hastings 
(100+), Lancaster Co., (1000+), Lincoln Co., (500+), Plattsmouth (500), 
~cottsblufl' (65). COWBIRD, Crete (27), Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (1). 
TANAGERS 
WESTERN TANAGER, Scottsbluff (1). 
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SPARROWS 
CARDINAL, Blue Springs, Grand Island, Hastings (3), Lancaster Co., (14), 
Lincoln Co., (12), Plattsmouth (9). PINE SISKIN, Antelope Co., (1), 
Scottsbluff (1). GOLDFINCH, Antelope Co., (55), Blue Springs, Crete (3), 
Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (180), Lincoln Co., (100), Plattsmouth (25+), 
Scottsbluff (33). RED-EYED TOWHEE, Antelope Co., (4), Blue Springs, 
Grand Island. ARCTIC TOWHEE, Antelope Co., (22), Grand Island, Lin-
coln Co., (15), Scottsbluff (13). SAVANNAH SPARROW, Antelope Co., (10), 
Lancaster Co., (1) Lincoln Co., (10). VESPER SPARROW, Antelope Co., 
(10), Hastings (6), Lincoln Co., (20), Scottsbluff (19). LARK SPAR-
ROW, Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (8). PINKSIDED JUNCO, Scotts-
bluff (7). TREE SPARROW, Scottsbluff (4). CHIPPING SPARROW, 
Lancaster Co., (12). CLAY-COLORED SPARROW, Grand Island, Lan-
caster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (2). BREWER'S SPARROW, Lincoln Co., 
(1). FIELD SPARROW, Ante.lope Co., (14), Lincoln Co., (30). HARRIS' 
SPARROW, Lancaster Co., (125). WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, An-
telope Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (50), Plattsmouth (1), Scottsbluff (23). LIN-
COLN'S SPARROW, Grand Island. SWAMP SPARROW, Plattsmouth (1), 
SONG SPARROW, Antelope Co., (26), Crete (1), Lancaster Co., (1), 
Lincoln Co., (2), Scottsbluff (10). 
GENERAL NOTES 
NESTING RECORDS IN THE STAPLETON AREA.-About May 25, 1954, 
a bird song, which was not immediately identified, was heard coming from 
a thick growth of trees along one side of our garden. On June fourth the 
song was again heard and identified as that of a Wood Thrush. Later on 
the same day a Wood Thrush was observed at the bird bath. Soon it was de-
termined that a pair was pugnaciously driving all other birds from the 
group of trees where they were first discovered. This activity continued 
through June and most of July. Late in July an immature Wood Thrush 
was observed in the same vicinity, which confirmed our belief that nesting 
activities had been in progress. October third was the latest observation date. 
Only once before, in the summer of 1935, has this species been observed here. 
Our observation of the Catbird had been confined to the spring and 
fall migration periods, until the summer of 1954, when a pair remained with 
us all summer. They were repeatedly observed to be gathering insects which 
they carried away, always in the same direction. In mid-summer Mrs. Glan-
don observed individuals at the bird bath which she believed to be immature 
birds. While no nest was found, we are convinced that nesting took place 
somewhere in our vicinity. 
On August 1, 1954, a Goldfinch nest was found two miles northwest of 
Stapleton, built about shoulder. high in willow shrubs. The nest contained 
six eggs. On August 8th one fledgling and no eggs was in the nest. When the 
nest was visited a week later it was evident that a marauder had visited 
the scene. The nest was partly torn from the willow fork and the interior 
was in a dilapidated condition. This was the first nesting record of the Gold-
finch in this area.-Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton, Nebraska. 
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SPRING NOTES FROM PLAINVIEW.-Sunday, April 18, 1954, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. Seabury, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, and Ann Seabury saw a 
flock of 10 A vocets feeding on a sandbar in Bazille Creek about 6 miles 
north of Center, Nebraska. They were the first Avocets we had ever seen 
in this region. They were quite tame allowing Lloyd to walk along the creek 
bank while they fed. It was necessary to toss pebbles near them to rouse 
them so that we might see them in flight. This same day we saw a flock of 
approximately 45 White Pelicans flying along the Missouri River. 
Sunday, April 25, 1954, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury and Ann Seabury 
visited several small lakes in a sand· hill region 10 miles south and 3 to 5 
miles west of Plainview. Here we found two flocks (about 10 birds each) of 
Prairie Chickens in their courtship ritual. At one small lake we saw Green-
wiinged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Lesser Scaup, Shoveller, and Ruddy 
Ducks; Coots; Pied-billed and Eared Grebes; Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs; 
Semipalmated and Upland Plover; Least, Pectoral, and Baird's Sandpipers; 
Killdeer; and Tree and Barn Swallows. At another lake besides the ducks 
mentioned above we saw Pintails, more shorebirds, grebes, and several Amer-
ican Bittern. While watching these an Osprey flew over apparently looking for 
fish as he circled and hoved over the lake. Either he found no fish or our 
presence bothered him for he did not dive or alight. At the southern edge o:f 
this lake we sighted an American Egret. This was the first time we had 
seen this bird. We were approximately 150 yards away when we first saw 
it and were not certain of its identity as it stood in the tall, dead grass. 
While Ann and the author watched from this distance Lloyd went around 
the lake, keeping out of sight behind dunes and brush. He came up :from the 
other side of the bird within 20 yards of it and was able to identify it before 
it took flight. On our return trip to Plainview we saw a Dowitcher,. Wilson's 
Snipe, and Solitary Sandpiper as well as many of our more common bird·s. 
Three miles west and two miles south of Plainview we saw a Mockingbird. 
This bird was our first Mockingbird. It had been seen earlier the same morn-
ing by Mrs. Geo. Seabury who sighted it in a shelterbelt and had listened to 
its song for some time.-Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Plainview, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM PONCA STATE PARK.-The followiing birds were seen in 
or near Ponca State Park during the period May 10-16, 1954. Numbers of 
each species are given in parentheses. Bob-white, Pheasant, Killdeer, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Mourning Dove (24), Chimney Swift (12), Kingfisher, Flicker 
(3), Red:..headed Woodpecker (24), Hairy Woodpecker, Down Woodpecker 
(4), Eastern Kingbird (4), Western Kingbird (12), Eastern Phoeber (6), 
Rough-winged Swallow (3), Barn Swallow (6), Cliff Swallow (6), Blue 
Jay (50), Crow (12), Chickadee (20), House Wren (18), Catbird (6), Brown 
Thrasher (12), Robin (12), Olive-backed Thrush (12), Eastern Bluebird, 
Starling (6), Warbling Vireo, Yellow Warbler (12), Myrtle Warbler (1), 
Yellow-throat (6), Wilson's Warbler (6), English Sparrow (over 100), 
Meadowlark (several), Redwing (24), Orchard Oriole (6), Baltimore Oriole 
(12), Rusty Blackbird (12), Brewer's Blackbird (12), Bronzed Grackle (12), 
Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak (24), 
Dickcissel (2), Goldfinch (100), Red-eyed Towhee, Grasshopper Sparrow (2), 
Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow (3), Field Sparrow (12) .-L. Iola Pen-
nington, Wauneta, Nebraska. 
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FALL NOTES FROM PLATTSMOUTH.-Some of our interesting fall rec-
ords are listed below in chronological order. Sept. 5: Black-headed Grosbeak 
(2), Scar.let Tanager, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Red-eyed Vireo; Sept. 8: 
Winter Wren, Philadelphia Vireo; Sept. 11: Black-billed Cuckoo; Sept. 15: 
three very young Cardinals accompanied by male and female; Sept. 22: Blue-
headed Vireo; Sept. 26: White Pelicans (30), a flight of sparrow hawks, 
Great Blue Heron; Oct. 2: Black-and-white Warbler.-Lorene Heinema:n, 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska,. 
NOTES FROM PONCA STATE PARK.-On July 23, 1954, we journeyed 
to Ponca State Park to look for the Acadian Flycatcher. This smal.1 fly-
catcher is supposed to summer in northeast Nebraska and, if any area would 
hold it, it would be the heavy timber of this park. Other flycatchers, such as 
the Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe and 
Wood Pewee, were found in the area, but none of the small flycatchers. 
Probably the season was too advanced and they were more or less silent. 
We found the Blue Grosbeak at the park entrance and the Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak common in the park. A lovely sight was that of a full plumaged 
Scarlet Tanager feeding on ripe mulberries. Towhees were still in full song 
and the cheery call of the Bob-white was a welcome sound to us. We decided 
to eat our lunch on the riverside and were we glad we did, for about the 
first birds we saw were several graceful Least Terns flying over the Mis-
souri River. On an abandoned concrete pier, which stands out in the middle 
of the river and is the reminder that an overhead natural gas pipe line 
passed that way once, Cliff Swallows have built dozens of nests in a spot 
certainly safe from walking predators, but decidedly dangerous to any cal-
low young who leaned too far from their dried mud abode. 
The river had under-cut a huge elm tree near our picnic table and it 
had fallen into the stream and on the branch farthest from shore, sat a 
fine plumaged Cedar Waxwing. This bird made our lunch more enjoyable, 
as he expertly hawked for insects out over the river, returning each time 
to his perch to eat his prey and be ready for another sally. The continuation 
of our roadside count to show the decline in the Red-headed Woodpecker 
along hard surfaced roads was duly carried out and on the 50-mile trip we 
saw one live red-head and two dead ones on the road smashed by speeding 
cars.-Wm. Youngworth, Sioux City, Iowa,. 
SPRING NOTES FROM NORTH PLATTE.-On May 6, 1954, Margaret 
Morton and I scared up a Poor-will near Maloney Lake about seven miles 
south of North Platte. It flew up and landed a short distance away several 
times. We saw it both on the ground and in the air and could study ita 
markings well. Wilson Tout (Lincoln County Birds) reported that on June 
6, 1913, a man heard a Whip-poor-will but he felt that it was probably the 
Nuttall's Poor-will. 
On May 19, 1954, Norman Miller called to say that there was a male 
Bay-breasted Warbler in his yard. The bird has spent most of the day work-
ing up and down in a cedar tree beside the front porch. There was no doubt 
of its identity. Tout does not mention the bird in his book on the birds of 
Lincoln County.-Doris Gates, North Platte, Nebraska. 
22 Nebraska Bird Review 
KEITH COUNTY NOTES.-On May 9, 1954, while making a count of Grin-
nell's Water Thrush along a small channel of the South Platte River which 
contained a number of beaver darns, I flushed a rail from the grass near 
one of the darns. The bird took refuge behind tree roots and debris on the 
opposite bank, finally corning into the open. According to my comparison 
with the description in Peterson's Western Field Guide, the bird must have 
been the very rare Yellow Rail ( Coturnicops noveboracensis noveboracensis). 
Another unusual record was that of a Blue-gray .Gnatcatcher (Polioptila 
caerulea caerulea) on May 23, 1954. The Gnatcatcher was discovered among 
the dead branches of a sandbar willow south of Brule. The Gnatcatcher was 
flying back and forth across a pond which is surrounded by willow and cot-
tonwood trees and wild rose and currant bushes. According to Tout (Lincoln 
County Birds), the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen and collected in this 
part of Nebraska on April 22, 1937. I had not seen the Gnatcatcher in this 
part of Nebraska before. 
On April 21, 1951, while hiking along the shores of Lake McConaughy 
two Snowy Egrets (Leucophoyx thula thula) were sighted where the water 
of the lake backs into the meadows at the west end of Lake McConaughy. 
Although I first thought that they were immature Little Blue Herons, 
on closer approach I was able to see the unique characteristics of the Snowy 
Egret, both plumage and coloration being of the best. Two days later (April 
23), one-quarter mile west of the South Platte River bridge south of Brule, 
a Snowy Egret was flushed from behind a beaver darn. The Egret flew into 
a tree. Again on May 18, 1952, a Snowy Egret was sighted approximately 
200 yards west of the Garden County Game Refuge sign, which is on the 
boundary line of Keith and Garden Counties.-Harold R. Benckeser, Brule, 
Nebraska. 
SPRING NOTES FROM JOHNSON LAKE.-On March 21, 1954, I sighted 
a Glaucous Gull in a group of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls at Johnson 
·Lake. I was able to watch the bird for about 30 minutes, seeing it at two 
different locations at the lake. It was much larger than the largest biggest 
Herring Gull, with an enormous wing spread that I estimated to be at least 
5 feet. Its bill was a grayish white with a blackish tip. The wings were held 
almost horizontal in soaring, the primaries being somewhat whiter than the 
other feathers in the wings. It was slightly dusky or tawny on the back 
and on the underparts. The legs and feet were yellow. The other gulls ap-
peared to be afraid of the larger gull, often shying away from it when it 
approached them in flight. 
On April 22, 1954, I saw my first Long-billed Curlew at Johnson Lake. 
I was able to study the bird for about 15 minutes. Observing it in flight, I 
was able to note the beautiful cinnamon-pink color of the under side of the 
wings. Particularly, I noted the general over-all buffy color, the very long, 
down-curved bil.l (at least three times the length of the head), and the lack 
of a definite eyeline or of stripes on the head. It was with some gulls and 
stood clearly higher than a Ring-billed and slightly lower than a Herring 
Gull. Just after starting to fly, it emitted a wheezy whee-whee, high-pitched 
and shrill. 
At the same lake, I recorded the following birds which were new to me. 
On March 26, 1954, I saw a . pair of Hooded Mergansers and on March 28, 
1954, a Horned Grebe.-Ray S. Wycoff, Lexington, Nebraska. 
Nebraska Bird Review 23 
Book Reviews 
INTRODUCTION TO OUR BIRD FRIENDS. L. R. Carson. Capper Pub-
lications, Topeka, Kansas. 1954:25 pp. 50 figures by Orville 0. Rice. 25¢. 
This little booklet by L. B. Carson, who is one of the leading bird stu• 
dents in Kansas, is well written and illustrated. It is an excellent manual 
for young people who are just getting interested in birds. To Boy and Girl 
Scouts, 4-H Bird Clubs and many others this booklet will be a useful tool .. 
If you know some boy or girl who is just getting s~arted in bird study 
this small booklet will be an excellent gift.-W. F. R. 
New Bird Recordings: 
BIRD SONGS OF DOORYARD, FIELD AND FOREST recorded by 
Jerry and Norma Stillwell. Available from Jerry E. Stillwell, R. F. D. 2, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. $7 .95. 
THE MOCKINGBIRD SINGS recorded by C. Russell Mason. Available 
from Cornell University Records, 124 Roberts Place, Ithaca, New York. 
SONGBIRDS OF AMERICA recorded by Dr. Arthur A. Allen and Dr. 
Peter P. Kellogg. Available from Book-Records, 680 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
In this day when every other ornithologist seems to have a tape re-
corder under his arm, it is indeed gratifying to know that at least a few 
workers are putting their recordings on disks so that anyone owning a 
record player may enjoy them. The past few years have seen many ad-
vancements in recording such as 45 and 33¥.i r. p. m. records and it is good 
to know that those who are making bird records have kept up with the 
latest developments. 
BIRD SONGS OF DOORYARD, FIELD AND FOREST is the first record to 
be released by the Stillwells. It is a 33¥.i recording of 135 distinctive 
songs and calls of 49 different species. One outstanding feature of 
this record is that species with similar calls are recorded next to each other 
so that one may hear the difference. For example, the Phoebe and Wood 
Pewee are next to each other as are the Whip-poor-will and Chuck-will's-
Widow. One criticism of the Stillwell's recording is that the pitch of the 
songs are recorded lower than they sound in the field. 
THE MOCKINGBmD SINGS gives one an excellent example of all the 
various songs a mockingbird imitates. This 78 r. p. m. recording gives 
the natural song of the Mockingbird as well as his imitations of over 30 
other birds. 
SONGBIRDS OF AMERICA is a novel idea of a booklet containing a 33¥.i 
record, with the songs of 24 different birds. These birds and their habits 
are described in the booklet. In addition, there are discussions of record-
ing bird songs, photographing birds, attracting birds, plus a list of books 
and records for further study. 
If you are interested in learning bird songs, having a collection of 
good bird recordings is an excellent help.-W. F. R. 
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Communications 
Mrs. Lorene Heineman (Plattsmouth) reports hearing an Eastern King-
bird singing just before dawn on June 30, 1954. The bird sat on a dead oak 
branch and repeated time and time its unmusical score of a series of 
short notes all on the same pitch, followed by two emphatic higher notes-
all sharp and strident ... Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (Scottsbluff) saw an un-
usual Yellow-shafted Flicker on March 21, 1954: grey head, red nape, red 
"whiskers", and yellow shaft . . . Mrs. Lola Held recorded her first Scarlet 
Tanager at Elsmere in the spring of 1954 . . • Mrs. Florence Patton reports 
a Summer Tanger seen at Blue Springs on May 12, 1954, and a colony of 
Great Blue Herons near Hubbell on April 14. There were 18 nests of three 
aizes, none very large, and 12 birds were seen, 3 on nests. The heron were not 
seen after April 23 ... Doris Gates added the following nesting records for 
the North Platte area: on July 2, 1954, a pair of young Spotted Sandpiper 
(with attendant adults) were seen along a road by a slough north of North 
Platte; on July 8 a Yellow-billed Cuckoo's nest with 3 eggs in it was found 
... Loren Bunney records some unusual winter residents; three Great Blue 
Heron near Ogallala during the winter of the 1953-1954, two seen as late 
as January 26, 1954, one being accompanied by a Sandhill Crane. 
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